TteMlUten. 


of  the 

Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 

104  C  Street,  N.  E. 

Washington  2,  D.  C. 


Washington  Newsletter  Service 
Subscription  $3.00 


Editors:  E.  Raymond  Wilson,  Edward  F.  Snyder 
AND  Frances  Neely 


No.  190 


Published  Monthly 


July  1959 


The  month  of  June  1959  seemed  to  bring  more  than  the  usual  share  of  unhappy  news,  questionable  pro¬ 
posals  and  unwise  decisions  for  the  cause  of  peace.  We  hope  that  after  reading  about  some  of  these  events 
you  will  take  a  few  minutes  to  write  some  of  your  thoughts  to — 

•  your  two  Senators,  •  your  Congressman,  the  editor  of  your  local  paper. 

Unless  the  widespread  public  apathy  about  these  vital  issues  is  somehow  overcome,  the  drift  toward  nuclear 
war  will  inevitably  continue.  Aroused  citizens  must  proclaim  that  peace  is  possible  and  that  they  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  the  steps  necessary  to  bring  about  world  disarmament  under  law. 


CONGRESS  STUDIES  NUCLEAR  WAR 


The  effects  of  a  “limited”  attack  on  the  United  States 
were  considered  by  Congressman  Chet  Holifield’s  Sub¬ 
committee  on  Radiation  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Atomic  Energy  in  hearings  June  22-26. 

It  was  assumed  that  1,453  megatons  of  bombs  were 
dropped  on  224  targets  around  the  country  under 
weather  conditions  existing  on  October  17,  1958,  One 
megaton  equals  one  million  tons  of  TNT.  All  the 
bombs  dropped  by  all  sides  in  World  War  II  equaled 
only  2.6  million  tons  of  TNT.  It  was  also  assumed 
other  bombs  were  dropped  on  Western  European  bases. 

A  much  larger  attack  could  have  been  launched. 

Among  the  results  of  this  “limited”  attack: 

•  48  million  persons  would  have  been  killed  as  a  result 
of  the  blast,  heat  and  fallout;  20  million  more  would 
be  injured  but  would  recover.  (Total  population  of 
the  United  States:  177  million.) 

•  25%  of  the  nation’s  homes  would  be  destroyed, 
25%  damaged,  and  most  of  the  rest  made  danger¬ 
ously  radioactive  for  anywhere  from  two  weeks  to 
a  year  or  more. 

•  Just  one  10  megaton  bomb  would  destroy  all  struc¬ 
tures  within  a  radius  of  7  miles,  and  start  fires  and 
inflict  skin  burns  on  exposed  persons  within  a  radius 
of  25  miles.  Flying  glass,  collapsing  buildings  and 
fire  storms  caused  by  hurricane-like  winds  would  kill 
many. 

•  Over  the  following  30  generations,  the  40  million 
estimated  survivors  capable  of  having  children  would 
transmit  between  24  million  and  960  million  new 


mutations  to  their  descendants.  The  genetic  price 
for  the  entire  world  would  be  at  least  2  to  4  times 
the  United  States  damage. 


Why  These  Hearings  ISotv? 

Chairman  Chet  Holifield  said  the  people  don’t  under¬ 
stand  the  nature  of  a  nuclear  war.  “We  believe  that 
an  informed  citizenry  is  the  best  insurance  for  the 
survival  of  a  free  people.” 

Many  witnesses  were  Civil  Defense  officials,  and  great 
stress  was  laid  on  the  need  for  a  much  more  adequate 
civil  defense  program  to  cope  with  such  a  disaster 
once  it  occurred. 

Although  it  was  originally  stated  that  no  “religious, 
philosophical  or  political  witnesses”  would  be  heard, 
one  of  the  witnesses,  Herman  Kahn  of  the  Rand  Corpo¬ 
ration,  released  a  written  statement  in  which  he  held 
that  “there  are  plausible,  even  probable,  circumstances” 
under  which  it  might  be  “profitable  to  initiate  a  thermo¬ 
nuclear  war.” 


How  About  Some  Effort  on  Disarmament? 
Sen.  Bourke  Hiokenlooper,  la.,  raised  this  very 
pertinent  question  at  the  hearing:  “If  you  don’t 
get  killed  in  the  blast  you  may  get  killed  in  the 
radiation.  If  you  don’t  get  killed  in  the  radiation 
you  get  killed  in  the  fire  storm.  If  you  do  not  get 
killed  hy  the  fire  you  get  killed  by  lack  of  oxygen 
in  this  area.  I  am  asking  you  seriously,  what  object 
is  there  particularly  in  putting  tremendous  effort 
into  building  shelters?” 
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No  testimony  was  taken  on  how  to  keep  the  bombs 
from  falling  in  the  first  place.  No  witnesses  were 
allowed  to  demonstrate  that  the  only  real  solution  lies 
in  moving  rapidly  toward  w'orld  disarmament  under 
world  law. 

In  concluding  the  Hearings,  Chairman  Holifield  said: 
“It  may  well  be  that  the  time  has  come  in  man’s  long 
history  when  he  must  choose  between  the  arms  race 
and  the  human  race.” 


Spreading  H-Bomb  ^^Knoiv-Hotv**  to  Allies 

The  Administration  has  now  placed  before  Congress 
agreements  to  transfer  nuclear  weapons  information 
and  material  to  seven  countries:  West  Germany, 
Greece,  Turkey,  the  Netherlands,  France,  Canada  and 
Great  Britain.  Nuclear  warheads  themselves  will  not 
be  transferred.  But  many  believe  the  vital  information 
and  material  which  is  transferred  will  initiate  a  process 
culminating  in  possession  of  nuclear  weapons  by  the 
nations  involved. 

These  agreements  will  go  into  effect  unless  both  Houses 
of  Congress  vote  to  disapprove  them  within  a  60-day 
period  which  expires  midnight  July  18  for  the  British 
and  French  agreements;  July  25  for  the  West  German, 
Turkish,  Canadian  and  Dutch  agreements;  and  August 
10  for  the  Greek  agreement.  Three  days  of  secret 
hearings  have  been  held.  Public  hearings  are  scheduled 
July  1  and  2. 

Here  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  these  agreements 
should  not  be  approved: 

1  They  are  inconsistent  with  efforts  at  Geneva  to  end 
nuclear  weapons  tests  and  restrict  the  number  of 

nuclear  powers  in  the  world. 

2  They  commit  the  United  States  more  firmly  against 
“denuclearization”  or  “disengagement”  in  Central 

F^urope  and  the  Middle  East.  And  since  the  agreements 
with  West  Germany,  Greece,  Turkey  and  the  Nether¬ 
lands  cannot  be  terminated  without  mutual  consent, 
these  countries  are  given  what  amounts  to  a  veto  over 
United  States  policy  in  Europe. 

3  They  will  tend  to  create  more  nuclear  powers  and 
thus  increase  the  danger  of  accidental  or  inten¬ 
tional  nuclear  war. 

4  By  providing  nuclear  weapons  information  and  ma¬ 
terial  to  its  allies,  the  United  States  will  bring  great 

pressure  on  the  Soviet  Union  to  do  likewise. 

▲  Send  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope  to  FCNL 
▼  for  a  2-sheet  Action  Bulletin  on  this  subject. 


'‘^Concerted  Effort*^  to  Oppose  Ban 

As  likelihood  of  an  agreement  to  end  nuclear  weapons 
tests  increases,  opposition  to  a  test  ban  becomes  more 
vocal.  Sen.  Hubert  H.  Humphrey,  Chairman  of  the 
Senate  Disarmament  Subcommittee,  charged  on  June  4 
on  the  Senate  floor  that  there  is  “a  concerted  effort 
somewhere  in  Washington — 1  imagine  in  the  Defense 
Establishment  itself — to  get  the  American  people  to 
believe  it  is  not  possible  to  reach  an  agreement  to 
control  these  weapons.” 


Map  shows  beginnins:  of  fallout  after  1  hour.  Radi^ition  in 
areas  marked  would  be  lethal  to  those  without  protection. 


The  Washington  Post 


Map  shows  fallout  pattern  over  the  U.  S.  after  Z  days. 
Radiation  in  areas  would  produce  varying  after  effects. 


Sen.  Humphrey’s  June  4  speech  was  a  major  attempt 
to  support  the  Administration’s  announced  intention  to 
seek  agreement  to  end  all  nuclear  weapons  tests — at¬ 
mospheric,  underground  and  high  altitude. 

Proponents  of  continued  underground  testing  say  such 
tests  are  necessary  in  order  to  develop  “small”  tactical 
weapons  for  use  in  ‘limited”  nuclear  wars.  Sen.  Hum¬ 
phrey  became  one  of  the  first  major  spokesmen  to 
challenge  publicly  the  limited  atomic  war  thesis. 

The  Administration  is  also  supporting  an  alternative 
proposal  to  ban  atmospheric  tests  alone  if  an  adequate 
inspection  system  for  underground  and  high  altitude 
tests  cannot  be  agreed  upon.  The  Berkner  Report  on 
detection  of  underground  testing,  released  June  12,  said 
that  more  effective  detection  methods  could  be  devised, 
but  that  underground  shots  might  be  “muffled”  in 
order  to  escape  detection.  George  Kennan,  testifying 
before  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee,  May 
12,  said:  “I  personally  would  be  prepared  to  see  our 
Government  go  further  in  accepting  the  risks  of  abo¬ 
lition,  first,  of  the  tests,  and  then  ultimately  of  this 
type  of  explosives,  even  if  the  inspection  facilities  were 
not  perfect,  rather  than  to  see  the  unlimited  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  weapons  race  with  atomic  weapons  and 
missiles.” 


L 
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L  nilateral  End  to  Tests  Proposed.  June  8,  Rep.  Steven 
V.  Carter,  la.,  introduced  H.R.  7612,  authorizing  the 
United  States  Surgeon  General  to  order  an  end  to  all 
U  S.  tests  of  nuclear  weapons — by  unilateral  action  if 
necessary — to  safeguard  the  public  health. 

Irnis  Savings  for  Works  of  Peace.  On  June  12,  Sen. 
Humphrey,  recalling  the  late  Sen.  Brien  McMahon’s 
proposal,  introduced  S.Con.Res.  48  to  reaffirm  the 
United  States’  intention  to  devote  a  substantial  portion 
of  savings  resulting  from  disarmament  to  a  “works 
for  peace”  program. 

Trial  Balloon  on  Germ,  Gas  War 

Recent  incidents  indicate  a  concerted  attempt  to  sell 
the  public  on  the  feasibility  of  bacteriological  and 
chemical  war.  Maj.  Gen.  William  M.  Creasy  (Ret.)  tes¬ 
tified  on  June  16  before  the  House  Science  and  Astro¬ 
nautics  Committee  on  various  chemical  and  nerve 
gases.  Gen.  Creasy,  who  now  works  with  a  petroleum 
and  chemical  business,  said  the  $40  to  $45  million 
spent  each  year  on  chemical,  biological,  and  radiolog¬ 
ical  weapons  is  inadequate.  Gen.  Creasy  and  Maj.  Gen. 
Marshall  Stubbs,  the  Army’s  chief  chemical  officer,  who 
appeared  before  the  same  Committee,  said  the  Russians 
are  also  preparing  for  germ  warfare. 

On  June  22,  the  House  Space  Committee  saw  a  “grip¬ 
ping”  demonstration  of  dogs  being  paralyzed  by  a  new 
Army  nerve  gas.  The  June  Harpers  carries  an  article 
by  a  retired  Army  chemical  officer,  Gen.  J.  H.  Roths¬ 
child,  “Germs  and  Gas;  the  Weapons  Nobody  Dares 
Talk  About.” 


Billions  for  Defense 

The  House  passed  the  $38.8  billion  Department  of 
Defense  appropriation  bill  on  June  3  by  a  vote  of  393 
to  3.  The  nay  votes  were  cast  by  Randall  S.  Harmon, 
Ind.;  Byron  L.  Johnson,  Colo.;  and  William  H.  Meyer, 
Vt.  During  debate,  Byron  Johnson  said  that  formerly 
.  .  justice  consisted  of  an  eye  for  an  eye  and  a 
tooth  for  a  tooth  ...  we  are  preparing  to  raise  that  law 
to  a  civilization  for  a  civilization.  And  yet  the  man 
from  Galilee  gave  us  a  new  law.  .  .  .”  According  to 
William  Meyer,  “These  old  military  methods  will  not 
work,  yet  we  do  not  have  the  courage  to  find  a  new 
way.” 


Nothing  for  Disarmament  Studies 

Congress  has  just  refused  in  toto  a  State  Department 
request  for  $500,000  to  be  used  for  studies  on  various 
aspects  of  disarmament.  Testimony  by  Sen.  Humphrey 
and  an  appeal  by  Raymond  Wilson  failed  to  persuade 
Sen.  Lyndon  Johnson  and  members  of  his  Appropria¬ 
tions  Subcommittee  to  restore  House-cut  funds.  It  was 
claimed  that  no  additional  studies  were  necessary,  but 
a  Defense  Department  spokesman  said  the  proposed 
studies  would  not  duplicate  current  projects. 

t  Investigating  ^*Munitions  Lo66y” 

At  his  June  3  news  conference  President  Eisenhower 
expressed  concern  over  the  “munitions  lobby.”  The 


same  day,  in  the  House,  a  motion  by  Alfred  E.  Sant- 
angelo,  N.  Y.,  to  bar  employment  by  defense  con¬ 
tractors  of  retired  admirals  and  generals  within  five 
years  of  their  retirement,  failed  by  only  one  vote.  It 
was  headed  off  by  a  promise  to  investigate  the  situa¬ 
tion.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  Armed  Services  Sub¬ 
committee  will  have  more  crusading  zeal  than  the 
Special  Subcommittee  which  was  set  up  earlier  in  the 
year  to  investigate  the  draft  and  military  manpower 
situation. 

On  June  17,  Sen.  Paul  H.  Douglas  told  the  Senate  that 
721  officers  of  the  rank  of  colonel  or  above  are  on  the 
payrolls  of  the  top  defense  contractors. 


Members  of  Congress  Lobby,  Too 

May  7,  the  44  members  of  the  New  York  delegation 
introduced  bills  to  increase  the  percentage  of  defense 
contracts  awarded  on  the  basis  of  competitive  bidding 
and  bring  about  a  broader  distribution  of  military 
orders.  Sen.  Javits  pointed  out  that  defense  awards 
“have  a  profound  impact  on  the  economic  well-being 
of  almost  every  major  industrial  region,”  and  that  “New 
York’s  congressional  delegation  is  vitally  concerned 
with  the  declining  percentage  of  U.S.  defense  dollars 
spent  in  New  York.  .  .” 

During  Department  of  Defense  appropriation  debates. 
Rep.  John  R.  Foley,  Md.,  unsuccessfully  urged  that 
the  Air  Force  be  given  an  additional  $10  million  to 
buy  10  cargo  planes  from  Fairchild  Aircraft  Company, 
Hagerstown,  Md.  Rep.  Foley  quoted  a  Maryland  Em¬ 
ployment  Security  report  which  alleged  that  “If  new 
military  contracts  are  not  obtained  by  Fairchild  Air¬ 
craft  in  the  next  few  months  the  already  crucial  un¬ 
employment  picture  will  become  more  acute.  .  .  .” 


“COURAGE  TO  BE  FREE” 

The  Supreme  Court  has  recently  handed  down  two  5 
to  4  decisions,  which  tend  to  circumscribe  three  1956- 
57  decisions  upholding  the  rights  of  all  citizens  to  speak 
and  assemble  freely  and  to  be  accorded  full  protection 
of  the  law. 

June  8,  the  Court  affirmed  the  contempt  convictions  of 
two  men  who  have  refused  to  cooperate  with  investi¬ 
gating  committees :  Lloyd  Barenblatt,  former  instructor 
at  Vassar,  who  refused  to  answer  questions  on  political 
affiliation  put  to  him  by  the  House  Un-American  Activi¬ 
ties  Committee,  and  Willard  Uphaus,  who  refused  to 
give  a  state  committee  a  list  of  attenders  at  his  summer 
camp. 

In  both  instances  the  majority  of  the  Court  upheld 
legislative  investigations  of  alleged  subversion  as  in  the 
interest  of  “self-preservation,  ‘the  ultimate  value  of  any 
society’.”  The  minority  held  that  the  inquiries  under 
review  infringed  upon  freedom  of  speech  and  asso¬ 
ciation. 

In  the  Barenhlatt  decision,  the  majority  specifically 
endorsed  the  right  of  the  Un-American  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  to  investigate  subversion  and  compel  testimony. 
In  the  Watkins  decision  of  1957.  the  Court  criticized 
Committee  investigations. 
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The  UphauH  opinion  made  plain  that  the  1956  Nelson 
decision  was  not  intended  to  invalidate  state  laws  pro¬ 
hibiting  sedition  against  the  state.  It  merely  proscribed 
state  action  in  cases  involving  sedition  against  the 
Federal  Government. 

June  25,  the  House  passed  a  bill,  H.R.  3,  225-192, 
designed  to  prevent  the  Court  from  striking  down  state 
laws  in  areas  in  which  Federal  and  State  Governments 
have  concurrent  jurisdiction.  State  sedition  laws  are 
specifically  reinstated  in  full. 

The  basic  question  at  issue  in  these  events  was  pro¬ 
pounded  by  Justice  Black  in  the  minority  opinion  on 
Barenhiatt:  “.  .  .  whether  we  as  a  people  will  try  fear¬ 
fully  and  futilely  to  preserve  democracy  by  adopting 
totalitarian  methods,  or  whether  in  accordance  with 
our  .  .  .  Constitution  we  will  have  the  confidence  and 
courage  to  be  free.” 

CIVIL  RIGHTS  AND  VIOLENCE 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  Southern  Regional  Council 
have  recently  issued  a  report  on  530  cases  of  racial 
violence,  reprisal  and  intimidation  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  South  since  the  school  decisions  of  1954 
and  1955.  The  violence  includes  6  Negroes  killed,  18 
Negroes  and  1 1  whites  wounded,  44  persons  beaten, 
5  stabbed,  and  30  homes  bombed. 

The  report  warns  of  the  dangers  posed  by  this  record, 
“dangers  for  which  all  of  us,  through  silence  or  in¬ 
action,  must  share  the  responsibility.” 

June  17,  a  House  Judiciary  Subcommittee  approved 
H.R.  3147,  which  would:  make  it  a  crime  to  interfere 
with  school  desegregation  orders;  make  it  a  crime  to 
cross  state  lines  to  avoid  prosecution  for  bombing 
churches  or  schools;  allow  the  Attorney  General  to 


initiate  lawsuits  to  establish  civil  rights;  and  provide 
limited  technical  and  financial  aid  to  areas  with  school 
desegregation  problems.  It  is  pending  before  the  full 
Judiciary  Committee. 


IN  BRIEF 

China  Policy:  Discussion  of  U.S.  China  policy  is  in-  ^ 
creasing  in  Washington.  This  is  partially  due  to  the 
realization  that  mainland  China  will  eventually  have 
to  be  included  in  any  agreement  to  end  nuclear  weapons 
tests.  •  •  •  May  21,  Sen.  Clair  Engle,  Calif.,  told  his  col¬ 
leagues  that  present  policy  “places  on  us  the  onus  of 
preventing  the  relaxation  of  tensions  necessary  if  there 
is  ever  to  be  a  solution  of  such  basic  problems  as  the 
reunification  of  Korea  and  the  permanent  status  of  ^ 
Formosa  ...  to  some  extent  we  are  provoking  potential 
aggression.”  •  •  •  June  4,  Rep.  Charles  O.  Porter,  ^ 

Ore.,  recommended  that  the  United  States  send  a  mis-  \ 

sion  to  China  to  ascertain  the  trade  potential.  The  5 

Administration  has  rejected  this  proposal  as  “damaging  , 

to  our  national  interest.” 

{ 

Whom  Shall  We  Welcome?  A  Senate  Judiciary  Subcom-  ^ 
niittee,  which  has  already  held  a  day  of  hearings 
on  general  immigration  legislation,  resumed  hearings  i 
June  30.  There  is  an  urgent  need  for  legislation  which  j 
would  allow  the  United  States  to  take  a  fair  share  of 
refugee-escapees,  especially  hardship  cases,  on  a  con¬ 
tinuing  basis.  General  admission  requirements  should 
also  be  liberalized. 

Feeding  the  Hungry.  Hearings  on  bills  to  extend  the 
Agricultural  Trade  Development  and  Assistance  Act  of  ' 
1954  (P.L.  480)  will  begin  July  7  in  Senate  and  ' 

House  Committees.  A  proposal  by  Rep.  Leonard  Wolf,  i 

la.,  to  give  surplus  food  and  fiber  to  the  UN  for  the 
use  of  underdeveloped  nations,  was  voted  down  by  the 
House  on  June  18,  96-47.  f  i 


The  Friends  Committee 
On  National  Legislation 

is  a  working  committee  of  Friends  and  likeminded  persons 
attempting  to  translate  Quaker  beliefs  into  political  education 
and  action. 

FCNL  works  particularly  with  Congress  where  national  policy 
is  enacted  into  law.  It  ^combines  continuous  activity  in 
interviewing  legislators,  with  first  hand  reporting  on  Con¬ 
gressional  developments  to  readers  of  its  WASHINGTON 
NEWSLETTER,  and  encourages  letters,  telegrams  and  visits 
to  Congressmen  when  they  will  be  most  effective. 


Washington  Newsletter  Service  — 

•  Twelve  issues  of  NEWSLETTER  a  year; 

•  Upon  request,  FCNL  ACTION  bulletins  in  seven  areas 
of  legislative  work; 

•  Directory  of  Congressmen  and  Voting  Record  every 
two-year  session; 

•  Upon  request,  copies  of  FCNL  testimony  before  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Congress; 

•  Replies  by  letter  to  requests  for  legislative  information; 

•  FCNL  Annual  Report  and  other  special  enclosures 
during  the  year. 


Please  enter  my  subscription  for  one  year  to  the  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  at  13.00  ($4.50  abroad).  Contributions  above 
$3.00  go  to  support  the  legislative  and  research  work  of  FCNL. 

(Contributions  not  deductible  for  income  tax  purposes) 
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